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The University of Georgia

Office of the Scnior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

MEMORANDUM

February 12, 2003

TO: Fiona Liken

FROM; Sue Achtemeier %‘)Sy

SUBJECT: Interpretations of C-BASE scores

Attached is the report of UGAs C-BASE pilot test scores and the “Interpreting Collegc
BASE scores” page. The following few guidelines are excerpted from the interpretation
page.
* Approximately 17 points represents a meaningful difference in averages.
o This would suggest that five of the UGA average (mean) scores-
English, Science, Social Studies, Writing, and Social Sciences-
are meaningfully above those of the selected comparison group.
Three scores - Mathematics, Algebra, and Science Fundamental
Concepts - are not significantly above the comparator average
score using this guideline.
o UGAs composite score is significantly above the comparator
composite score.

¢ UGAs reported standard devnatlon is higher in Mathematics than in the
other three areas.
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Attachment 3

Recommendation from Subcommittee
Concerning General Education Assessment
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Dr. Delmer D. Dunn
Vice President for Instruction

FROM: Dr. Jan M. Hathcote
Chair, General Education Subcommittee

DATE: February 26, 2003

SUBJECT General Education Assessment

Attached is the response from the Subcommittee on General Education to SACS
concerning General Education Assessment. The subcommittee recommends that the C-
Base exam be administered by the Office of Institutional Effectiveness to juniors in the
fall of every other year. The subcommittee will review the results and make
recommendations based on the results.

cc: Dr. James E. Fletcher

The University Council: Executive Committee, Committee on Facilities, Committee on Intercollegiate Athletics,
Committee on Student Affairs, Curriculum Committee, Educational Affairs Comnmittee, Faculty Admissions Committee,
Committce on Statutes, Bylaws and Committees, Faculty Affairs Committec,

Faculty Grievance Committee, Strategic Planning Committee, University Librarics Committee
An Equal Opportunity /Affirmative Action Institution



Response to SACS — General Education Assessment

After reviewing several assessment instruments and consulting with other institutions, the
General Education Subcommittee determined that the College Basic Academic Subjects
Examination, C-BASE, most nearly reflected the learning outcomes that it had identified
for general education courses at UGA. Therefore, the Subcommittee decided to pilot test
the C-BASE in spring 2003. Six hundred fourteen tests were administered,
predominately to juniors, within a three-week period at the beginning of the semester.
The Subcommittee has reviewed the institutional profile results provided by this pilot

testing and formed its initial recommendations for incorporating those findings into
evaluation of the general education curriculum.

The Subcommittee determined that the C-Base is a suitable test for assessing general
education at the University. The results of the pilot test show the students at the
University of Georgia are above average compared to fifteen comparable institutions.
The Subcommittee is satisfied with the results and the appropriateness of the exam. The
subcommittee recommends adopting the exam to be administered to students every other
year in the fall. The results will be monitored by the Subcommittee of General
Education. If the results fall behind comparable institutions, the subcommittee will
assess general education course offerings.



